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DOE Consortium Publishes Guidelines
for Converting to LED Roadway Lighting

9 THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY'S
(DOE) Municipal Solid-State Street Light-
ing Consortium published guidelines for
converting to LED roadway lighting. “The
Model Specification for LED Roadway
Luminaires” is for cities, utilities and other
local agencies interested in saving energy
by switching from traditional lighting
technologies to solid-state lighting (SSL),
which uses light-emitting diodes (LEDs)
instead of filaments or gases.

The estimated 35 million streetlights
in the United States consume as much
electricity each year as 3.9 million house-
holds. Streetlighting ranks among the
biggest fixed costs for cities.

“Converting our nation’s streetlights to
LED technology could make a substantial
dent in our energy consumption while
also improving quality of illumination but
only if the right choices are made,” said
Edward Smalley, consortium director of
Seattle City Light, a public utility providing
electrical power to Seattle and parts of its
metropolitan area. “The new specification
will help cities, utilities and others make
better choices”

Available online at www.ssl.energy.
gov/specification.html, the model speci-
fication is designed specifically for LED
lighting products, which have the added
benefit of reducing maintenance costs,
while improving visibility and customer

service. The flexible format allows guide-
line users to modify default values to fit
their local design criteria, which can vary
from city to city and even from applica-
tion to application within a given city.

The new specification will help guide
the industry and provide a common basis
for manufacturers to design products that
meet their customers’ needs. As a result, it
may prompt more work for installers.

DOE created the consortium last year
to inform and harmonize the efforts of
the many cities that are pursuing evalua-
tions of LED streetlighting products, often
spurred on by block grants and energy
mandates. The model specification was
developed by consortium members, with
feedback from a manufacturers’ work-
ing group that included Acuity Brands,
BetaLED/Ruud Lighting, Cooper Lighting,
GE Lighting Solutions, Hubbell Lighting,
LED Roadway Lighting, Leotek, Lighting
Science Group, Osram Sylvania, Philips
Roadway Lighting, and Philips Lumileds.
Their input helps ensure that RFPs based
on the specification will result in submis-
sions from multiple manufacturers.

The specification is available with two
user-selectable options to accommodate
the different preferences commonly
found between municipalities and utili-
ties. The system specification option is
designed to maximize application

efficiency and characterizes luminaire
performance by incorporating site char-

acteristics, such as mounting height,

pole spacing and number of lanes. The
material specification option emphasizes
luminaire efficiency, which characterizes
luminaire performance without consider-
ation of site characteristics.

A “living document” will be adapted as
needed. The model specification will be
followed by a supplemental design guide
and is expected to have a wide national
impact for end-users looking for best prac-
tices in specifying LED streetlights.

Stay tuned for a feature on LED street-
light retrofits in the February 2012 issue of
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR. ']

Sonnhalter Releases Alternative-Energy Market Overview

9 SONNHALTER, a communications firm marketing to the
professional tradesman in the construction, industrial and
MRO markets, released a market overview for the alternative-

energy industry.

The overview takes a quick snapshot of the industry, its
plavers and trends. Driven by the agency’s existing knowledge
and additional research, content was compiled into a basic
overview of the growing alternative-energy market.

The market overview highlights a vast amount of informa-
tion on the alternative-energy industry from industry trends
and issues to information on various types of renewable
energy. The overview also features information on training
firms and certification organizations to codes and standards

and offers online resources, websites, trade shows and trade
publications in each individual market.
“Sonnhalter utilized its expertise and relationships in

the industry to compile a comprehensive overview of this

tion markets.

growing market,” said Matt Sonnhalter, vision architect,
Sonnhalter. “The Sonnhalter Market Overviews are one of
the many ways we have of passing on our knowledge to our
clients and markets.”

Additional Sonnhalter Market Overviews are available on
the plumbing, HVAC, electrical, industrial/MRO and construc-

For a copy, visit www.sonnhalter.com/market-overviews.html
and link to the specific report that interests you. ']
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